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A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R

More than 42.5 
million people in 
the U.S. rely on 
private wells for 
household water 
use. This month’s 
cover article, 
“Communicating 
Results of Drinking 
Water Tests From 

Private Wells: Designing Report-Back Materials 
to Facilitate Understanding,” assessed the e�ec-
tiveness of graphic-based (i.e., pictorial) report-
back materials in communicating the presence 
of toxic metals in private well water and soil 
samples. It also explored associations between 
recommendations in the report-back materials 
and appropriate actions to protect health taken 
by a subset of participants in an environmental 
monitoring pilot study. The results suggest that 
a simple pictorial format, in combination with 
more detailed supporting text, can be useful in 
highlighting results that require action.

See page 8.
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